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A Preliminary Comparative Siudy of Feudalism
in China’s Wesiern Chou Dynasty
and in late 9th—13th Cenfury France

Sié, K’ang

Feudalism in both ancient China and medieval Europe is an important system in history,
especially in social history. This kind of political and social organization, which lasted more than
one thousand years in China and approximately eight hundred years in Western Europe, which
has long influenced Chinese and Western civilization and social life to a great extent, is a subject
still studied and discussed by historians and sociologists today.

However, no one has begun the comparative study of Chinese and Western feudalism. As yet
there is not even an answer to the question: Has Western feudalism been influenced by China?

In this article, the author has tried to report separately concise research on the feudality of
the Western Chou Dynasty (B. C. 1122—771; i. e. 352 years) and of France (the late 9th—13th
Century; about 400 years). A comparison of different aspects of Chinese and Western feudalism
is given at the end.

This aricle is divided into four parts:

I. The definition and origin of Chinese feudalism
Il. The feudalism and social life in Western Chou Dynasty

(A) Feudality and its system

(B) Lineage Institution

(C) Social Classes and the agricultural life.

(D) The institution of land-distribution in Western Chou Dynasty.
1L French feudalism and soccial life

(A) The definition and origin of French feudalism

(B} Nobles’ (knights) life

(C) Life of ‘villains’ in France during the Feudal Age
IV. The comparison between Chinese and Western feudalism

(A) The comparison between the causes of the rise and fall of Chinese and Western feudalism

(B) The comparison between the similarities of Chinese and Western feudalism

(C) The contrast ketween Chinese and French feudalism.
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